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A ^'AP-ER DO WE NEED 


A tremendous gulf lies, between proj.ection of .a goal on paper and 
its actual fulfillment in Peal life, ut must be stated right at the 
beginning, therefore, tha.t we are here- projecting -tlie goal, in the 
field of publication, which we are working toward. Unfortunately, a 
sufficient number of workers, means of publication and money have not 
yet been organised to permit us to herald the imminent, appeara-nce o f 
the publication we describe. The purpose of this-B.rticl6 is to nelp 
in the organization of these forces. By cl 3 S.rly-,defining our goal, we 
hope to hasten the day when it can be translated into flesh and blood.. 

We have consistently attempted to bring to our friends and read¬ 
ers news and analysis of class struggle events, interpreting these in 
a Marxist mann.er. PN, is an extension and continuation of this work. 
It is neither the paper nor the theoretica.1 orga.n which yve envisa^. 
At present, ft is a bulletin appearing occasionally, dealing with cer- 
events of the class struggle. It ha.a. .no fixed form in the sense that • 
articles'are limited in'size or written with e.n;fye to issuing ay.'vell- 
rounded organ. The necessity of reacting to=major developments is our 
first consideration. The necessity of giving tUeia a Marxist analysis 
is our second. The form that-PN takes is conditioned by these 2 mc*.jor 
objectives.. Size and contributions permitting, we will be .'.able. t o 
take in a greater variety of events^ establish it inore i^egularly, 
give it a more, fixed form. In ;this way, PN can be a-.sie,p toy/ard buil¬ 
ding a Marxist, orgPvU based on ■the, .struggles of the interna..tiohal work¬ 
ing class and tied in with the' activities of a revolutionary force in 
the United States. 


In projecting the need 'for a. revolutionary-Marxist publication in 
the United States” we consider it necessary to-say s. few words on the 
situation and the tasks facing us 

We a.re ps.ssing thru a period -of growing class struggles. Withxn 
a few weeks of .-.the ending of military operations in the Pnd xmperial- 
ist War, a strike wave has started ’Mnich rippea-rs to be destine- to 
grow to tremendous proportions. That this is no flash in the pan is 
indicated by the strike curve which mounted steadily year by year ciur 
ing the imperialist war. 

We must expect in the near future the re-creation on a mass soc.le 
of the industrial reserve armiy of unemployed.:- ; Mass-unemployment - a 
permanent feature of the decade before the war - will reappear in our 
midst and together withuit the bitter struggle- by; workers cast out by 
capitalist society for enough crumbs to keep, body: anu .soul 
This mass unemployment cannot be viewed as a;temporary^aspect ol re¬ 
conversion” . but will accompany the capitalist "prosperity of the im¬ 
mediate postwar, period. 

Rapidly approaching is an economic crisis which will turn the 
capitalists'■ ^prosperity" into a depression deepermore hopeless and 
more filled ?irith contradictions than that- of. the 30- s. This, depression 
will come faster;or slower depending on the speed with which the db e- 
conomy ove,rproduces .the -external markets it won - in the war c-n.i 




















cern&l market based on deferred demand; This depressi.on ■\iiTl shatp-r 
and intensify the strnggie.s between the classes• 

Miile at home we face a j:feriod of increasing class struggles,^ab¬ 
road we face a period ,ch,aracterized by colonial revolts and revolUi.10- 
nary uprisings, -^^urope and Asia have been Drought close to the boiling 
point by the exploitation,, chaos and slaughter of the 2nd, imperialist 
World War. Yforld-shaking'events'are in prospect around the globe. 

The workers’ state' estabUsh®'^- Russsia in 191 and the transi¬ 
tional regime vliich Itnintitoduced are not exluded from this perspective 
of sudden and violent-,change.:; -%ving .oust survived a major interven¬ 
tionist attack, domina-ted by t burocracy of capitalist elements sna 
Stalinists, influenced by the increasing radicalization of the wor^d 
working class, new *sdoiall'Struggles^ a sudden changes are to pe e 
pected within the Soviet Union's borders also in the coming period. 

Turning to the radical .movement -in the United States, ^vre find i 
Organization capable-of' caping: with the, problems of the coming p^rio^.^ 
On the contrary, among ..wide-circles there is manifestea an ideologica^ 
wavering, an absorption.in the .fashionable "criticism of Marxism and 
"revisionism", in. .spreading reformist illusions about the possibiiit 
ies of utilizing the capitalist- state and. about ,the /'necessity lor a 
labor party, and - w/hat is inseparably, connected with it - .the el tort 
to keep the movement .at its present,low stage-, an effort to. P'^sn inro 
the background the-.'task. of forming , a revo.lutionary party to lead ^tne 
struggle at the-head of ..the ■ whole.-toiling ,mass. ^t is an_ obvious x act 
that such ideological wavering, is observed among Ju radicals,^ *ao 
narrow pra.ctical work: is carried op. > with out a. theoretical^ E 

of the movement as..-a.'"whole--and -that, this diverts the movement o-; 
false path. - 

A revolutionary Marxist party must be built. We consider our¬ 
selves as members, of "that future, po-rty..- We, entirely 

fundamental ideas of the-Marxist Cla-Ssics and attach gve^t importance 
to them as a public and vddespread^ decJLaration pi our aims. 

The building-of', xc- pa-hty .requires- the achievement of unity of ide¬ 
as. This unity must-be: vrorkpd .for:.;-: .it°'^This'^t-°k ^’eauire'^ 
■^■it idlv bv and hcpe,:';thr-t-•it-.-will of itself , mis tci..;k xequire. 

the exist'^^nce- Of' a' Marxist ;publi,catioh. The, .be.st elements must be 
rallied out o?: the OTeci£ag:9,-of xhe :’JK ferxtst;^movement new lorces 

must be attracted, and unity of thou^^lc- nnd oe^ip ' This uni-^v must 
full and serious discussion 0.1 the p.roblems v/e xo.ee. This * ^y 
eventually be expressed-.in,a revolutionary Marxisu progroaffl. 

be, E. TTbr-f ' of thi s -workf an •.organization ior the purposes of mexin 
taining contactrrmd .bpreEding/ipf orpiati individuals and groups 

of individuals-•-must :-be constructed^ ■ 

To this.: task of'festabiishingu a--%txist 

principle and capable of iaeologically^mlting 3 ^as one 

US, we intend to devote considerable eixort, for we rega ^ f. . 
of the pressing- tasks of the present 'ify. ‘ ^ 

measure towards construction oi a revolutionary c. P , 

We do not intend to utilize the ; publication which vm 

Sttt SiSr^Kfrin^orfftJiir^fms tena: 







•■^ncy can be expresse!-^, by the worf Marxism^ and there i? hardly need to 
ad^' th£.t w 9 stand for the consistent de-'^elopment of the ideas of iviarx, 
Engels, ijenln and of Trotsky of that period when he was a Marxist. 

But Tvhile discussing all auestions from our own definite point of 
view, the publication will include polemics between comrades. Open 
polemics within sight ain'-^ hearing of r.ll radicals and class-conscious 
workers ci.re necessary and desirable, in order to explain the profound 
differences that exist, to obtJiin a comprehensive discussion of dispu¬ 
ted auestions, and to combat the extremes into which not only the rep¬ 
resentatives of various views, but also of various localities or vc.ri- 
ous "crafts" in the radical movement inevitably fall. 

A party will not be built by literary efforts alone, however. A 
revolutionary party must be built of people -vho actively participate 
in the class struggle to the extent of their capabilities. These people 
- radicals from the ranks of the workers, the unemployed, the students, 
the Negro masses, the agricultural laborers and poor farmers - must be 
recruited a^nd welded together in a fighting organization from all th e 
various categories and strata into which the tolling masses are divid¬ 
ed under capitalism. The role of a Marxist publication in this pro¬ 
cess is 2-fold: to serve a^s a center for the publication of the expe¬ 
riences of its readers and to interpret from a Marxist point of view 
the day to day march of events in the political, economic and sociail 
fields in order to stimulate radical activities and to give guidance 
on the diverse problems facing the tolling masses. 

We sha.ll exert e^’^ery effort to parsua.de every revolutionist to 
regard our publication as his ovm, as one to which e^rery individual 
should communicate information concerning the movement, in which to 
relate experiences, express '’■lews and opinions concerning our and oth¬ 
er publicf'.tions, in fact to make it a medl’om thru which they can cont¬ 
ribute to the movement and receive whait the publication can give them. 
This is a necessary part of establishing a genuine national organ of 
revolutionary Marxism, Only such an organ will be capable of leading 
the movement onto the high road of revolutionary political struggle. 

We will appeal not only to radicals and class-conscious iworkers; 
we call on all those who are oppressed, by the present political and. e- 
conomic system. We place our publication at their disposal in order 
to expose the abominations of US imperialism. 

Those who regard the task of Marxists as serving exclusively the 
spontaneous struggle of the working class may remain satisfied with 
merely local agitation, trade unionism, labor legislation and the like. 
We do not regard Marxism in thait way. We consider the quintessence of 
Marxism to be a revolutionairy party, inseparably linked up with the 
ViTorking class and directed against the US imperialist government and 
imperialist economy. Only when organized by such a party will the 
working class - the most revolutionary class in the United States 
be in a. position to fulfill the historical task tha.t confronts it, 
namely, to unite under its bamner all the toiling masses of the coun¬ 
try and to crovvi the stubbron cla.ss struggles of fallen generations 
with the final triumph over the hated ca.pitalist system and the estab¬ 
lishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Our small forces and limited means prevent us at the present time 
from issuing immedi-ately a publication of the size and quality to 
v^hich we aspire. We firmly believe however that others will join u s 
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in our task and that this publication 
provide f basis for the revolutionary 
in the United States. 


upon which we have embc-rked c*^.'..' 
Marxist organ so urgentl^^needed 


The following excerpt 
as discussion of the above 
nions of other comrades and 


from: a letter from a friend.is interesting^ 
concGpts. W 0 will , bo glc-d to circulEtG opl 
tO‘ discuss them. 


"We received the political notes right along and appreciated them;very 
much. I think that they are well written and, contain good materia^. 
Sowever^ 1 do think that a greater good can be ‘-ccomplished by^both 
your efforts and ours in Detroit if we can soon reach closer unc-.nimity. 
Both approaches are needed with a basic premise of making it possible, 
for the American worker to understand pnd,relate the Comnunist rcvoiu 
tionarw movement to his problems, -i- am of the opinion that the ,Marxpa.n 
.movement in this country will during the_nev; period, come of age. ■By 

that 1 mean that it will for the first time be based upon and stimulat 

ed and influenced by the conditions, tratditions etc. thcot exist in l.b. 

capitalism, increasing thousands of American native born proletarians 

?all begin to haive knocked out of their mj_nds, the ideas' of' private en-: 
cernrise, individual initiative,.etc. The Marxian party that -will lecd 
the'class struggle must be able to adapt theory into practice on the 
field of class struggle and according to those - conditions as confront 


the workers of America." 
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THE NMU PROTEST STRiKE 


The National. Maritime. Union’s 24-hour political strike d, 8 monstra.- 
tion on Dec. 3d is^ the biggest o.rgec.niz ed .protest of American workers-- 
so far made against US imperialist, policy, iri the "Pacific. The: strikte.- 
demonstration-v;as called as a protest against us-O of ships for -purpos-^: 
es other than returning servicemen to the US, Stalinist Joe Curran 
was undoubtedly motivated by a desire to,help the Stalinists in North . 
China and relieve the Soviet burocracy of the pressure of Ub troops 
in Europe,. ■-..The reformist line of the.. Stalinists is- also apparent '.1 n 
that the auestion of support to the uprisings in Java, North China-and 
Indo-China ¥/as.-not raised directly .end the whole demonstration was’.li¬ 
mited to the jdemand "Bring the, boys back home" - despite the -fact .that 
the 2 questions, are Inextricahly intertwined. Troops are being kept 
in the Pacific to support US ..imperialist policy; -ships are diverted, to 
aid Dutch, French and Britls’h Imperialism and the .puppet Chiang-kai- 
shek. Demonstrations tiiich are .limited to protesting the . effect only 
■and v;hich igno.re the cew .B’s lose much of theit* punch. 

The NMU claims 90,000 men wete " involved in the walkout; the comp-- 
anies claim much less.- l^diatever the exact' figures and- whatever the 
limitations as to’program',, .phis demonstration phould open the eyes 'of 
many people to-some facts'which they have forgotten, deny,' or ignore: 

1. That political strikes 'and,, strike-demonstrations can happen-here. 
There need.be no rigid mechanical line drrwm betvreen economic'and'pol¬ 
itical activity - sucri as, the SWP.drayjs for example. 2. • That American 
workers are perfectly capable of organizing mass politica 1 ■ demohstrPi- 
tions around political issues; that it is' not necessa-ry to- "cling to .' ': 
the narroyf horizons of tra'-’e union activity in orf^er to "stay with the 
masses," 3. That the strictly "American" problem of freeing hundreds • 
of thousands-of ,US yrorkers from . the military dictat-orship of the army 
and navy is inseparably tied up. ■'f/ith the defeat of US' imperialist pol¬ 
icy and the victory,of the colonial uprisings in the Pacific. 








